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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the Enghsh language. 

2. Claims 1-2, 5-9, 12, 14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US patent 
6434602 to Kazan et al. 

As to claim 1, Kazan et al. discloses an electronic mail system (abstract) comprising at 
least: an apparatus having a device to be connected to an electronic mail service (figure 1; col. 1, 
lines 47-62), said apparatus comprising: a receptacle for receiving a removable data storage 
means (figure 1, 4; col. 3, lines 13-16, 37-54), writing/reading means for reading and/or writing 
said storage means (figure 1, 3, 4; col. 3, lines 1-24, 37-54), connecting means for a connection 
to a mail service (figure 1; col. 1, lines 47-62), mail managing means for managing mail (figure 
3-4; col. 3, lines 1-24, 37-54), which system further comprises: a removable data storage means 
(figure 1). 

As to claim 2, Kazan et al. discloses a mail system as claimed in claim 1 comprising mail 
means for storing at least part of the contents of the mail in said removable data storage means 
(figure 1,3; col. 3, lines 1-24). 

As to claim 5, Kazan et al. discloses a mail system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
mail server is accessible via a network such as the Internet (figure 1; col. 1, lines 47-62). 



Application/Control Number: 10/550,045 Page 3 

Art Unit: 4134 

As to claim 6, Hazan et al. discloses an apparatus suitable for electronic mail (abstract) 
and comprising: a device to be connected to an electronic mail service (figure 1; col. 1, lines 47- 
62), a receptacle for receiving a removable data storage means (figure 1, 4; col. 3, lines 37-54), 
writing/reading means for reading and/or writing said storage means (figure 1,3; col. 3, lines 1- 
24), connecting means for a connection to a mail service (figure 1; col. 1, lines 47-62), mail 
managing means for managing mail (figure 3-4; col. 3, lines 1-24, 37-54). 

As to claim 7, Hazan et al. discloses a removable data storage means suitable for an 
apparatus as claimed in claim 1 in which data relating to mail are stored (figure 1,3; col. 3, lines 
1-24). 

As to claim 8, Hazan et al. discloses a removable data storage means suitable for an 
apparatus as claimed in claim 1 in which data relating to the filing of mail are stored (figure 1, 4; 
col. 3, lines 37-54). 

As to claim 9, Hazan et al. discloses a removable data storage means suitable for an 
apparatus as claimed in claim 1 in which data relating to mail and to the filing mail are stored 
(figure 3-4; col. 3, lines 1-24, 37-54). 

As to claim 12, Hazan et al. discloses a mail system as claimed in claim 1, wherein mail 
managing means for managing mail comprise display means for managing the mail (col. 2, lines 
14-34). 

As to claim 14, Hazan et al. discloses a method of managing mail (abstract), which 
involves the following steps of: using a first apparatus which comprises: a receptacle for a 
removable data storage means (figure 1, 4; col. 3, lines 37-54), writing/reading means for reading 
and/or writing said storage means (figtire 1,3; col. 3, lines 1-24), coimecting means for a 
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connection to a mail service (figure 1; col. 1, lines 47-62), mail managing means for managing 
mail dealt with by the removable data storage means (figure 3-4; col. 3, lines 1-24, 37-54), 
inserting a removable data storage means (col. 3, lines 5-7), connecting to a mail server (figure 1; 
col. 1, lines 47-62), storing at least part of the contents of the mail in said removable storage 
means (figure 1,3; col. 3, lines 1-24), removing said removable storage means for subsequent 
use with another or with the same apparatus (figure 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A palcnl may nol be oblaincd though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set Ibrth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 

manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US patent 6434602 
to Hazan et al., in view of US patent 6609138 to Merriam. 

As to claim 3, Hazan et al. discloses a mail system as claimed in claim 1 comprising 
saving means for saving the mail in a file in said removable data storage means (figure 1,3; col. 
3, lines 1-24). Hazan et al. does not expressly disclose archiving means for archiving the mail in 
removable data storage mean. Merriam discloses archiving electronic mails and creates an 
archive repository (abstract). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skilled in the 
art to combine the method disclosed by Hazan et al. with the method disclosed by Merriam 
regarding archiving electronic mails. The suggestion/motivation of the combination would have 
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been to provide an automated manager for an electronic mail archive repository and allow 
individual client effectively sort/retrieve selected email messages located in the archive 
repository (Merriam, col. 2, lines 29-44). 

5. Claim 4 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US patent 6434602 
to Hazan et al., in view of US publication 2004/0133645 by Massanelli et al. 

As to claim 4, Hazan et al. discloses a mail system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
removable data storage means can be floppy disk or any other similar devices (col. 3, lines 4-7). 
Hazan et al. does not expressly disclose an optical disc. Massanelli et al. disclose an optical disc 
as the removable storage ([0051], lines 12-13). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skilled in the 
art to combine the method disclosed by Hazan et al. with the method disclosed by Massanelli et 
al. regarding using optical disc as the removable storage. The suggestion/motivation of the 
combination would have been to provide an altemative media to store email and attachments 
(Massanelli et al, [0051], lines 12). 

6. Claim 10-1 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US patent 
6434602 to Hazan et al., in view of US patent 6314516 to Cagle et al. 

As to claim 10, Hazan et al. does not expressly disclose the removable data storage 
comprise a file for configuring the apparatus for managing the mail. Cagle et al. discloses the 
removable data storage comprise a configuration file (col. 6, lines 31-33). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skilled in the 
art to combine the method disclosed by Hazan et al. with the method disclosed by Cagle et al. 
regarding removable data storage comprise a configuration file. The suggestion/motivation of 
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the combination would have been to improve user-friendliness by saving settings manually 
entered by users into configuration file (Cagle et al., col. 6, lines 60-61). 

As to claim 11, Hazan et al. disclose an apparatus suitable for an elecfronic mail system 
(abstract) comprising at least: an apparatus having a device to be connected to an electronic mail 
service (figurel; col. 1, lines 47-62), said apparatus comprising: a receptacle for receiving a 
removable data storage means (figure 1, 4; col. 3, lines 37-54), writing/reading means for reading 
and/or writing said storage means (figure 1,3; col. 3, lines 1-24), connecting means for a 
connection to a mail service (figurel; col. 1, lines 47-62), mail managing means for managing 
mail (figure 3-4; col. 3, lines 1-24, 37-54), which system fiirther comprises: a removable data 
storage means and for a removable data storage means as claimed in claim 9 (figure 1, 3-4; col. 
3, lines 1-24, 37-54). Hazan et al. does not expressly disclose configuring means for configuring 
said apparatus for mail managing by launching said configuring file. Cagle et al. discloses 
configuring means for managing the system by launching configuration file (figure 3; col. 6, 
lines 24-34). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skilled in the 
art to combine the method disclosed by Hazan et al. with the method disclosed by Cagle et al. 
regarding configuration means for managing the system by launching configuration file. See 
similar motivation in claim 10 rejection. 

7. Claim 13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US patent 6434602 
to Hazan et al., in view of US patent 6928614 to Everhart. 
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As to claim 13, Hazan et al. does not discloses the mail managing means for managing 
mail comprises acoustic means for managing the mail. Everhart discloses the email management 
system responsive to voice commands (abstract). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skilled in the 
art to combine the method disclosed by Hazan et al. with the method disclosed by Everhart 
regarding voice commands for managing email system. The suggestion/motivation of the 
combination would have been to make the system usable in situations when typing is not the best 
option, as exemplified by Everhart (figure 1-2). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUA FAN whose telephone number is (571)270-53 1 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor. Derrick Ferris can be reached on (571) 272-3 123. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/H. F./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 4134 

/DERRICK W FERRIS/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4134 



